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GIBBONS AND ROSSMANN ON 
THE LINE: THEY LEARN OF 
THE DiVP'S COURT DEFEAT. 
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3 who first got the news: the 
■ : , m state supreme court had ren- 
! dered - almost casually and 
routinely, it seemed - its 
| decision striking down the 
; appeal brought before it by 
the Los Angeles Department 
of Water and Power late in 
| the summer. 

The clerk related how 
f C'f the court, on a routine cir- 
\ cuit trip to Los Angeles, 
released its decision there. 

3 Rossmann hurriedly placed a 
jcall to the court's clerk in 
: Los Angeles for verification 
j of Weber's call. It was true, 

\ and Rossmann, along with the 

'***'.j district attorney, L.H. Gib- fa 

’****'%..Jtei bons, rushed to spread their f" . 

jfa. news to the county officials ! 

(See WATER ISSUE Page 3 ) i 
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WATER ISSUE 

HIGH COURT RULING 
STRENGTHENS INYO CASE 


Late last week the special 
counsel hired by the county to 
conduct its water fight was in 
conference with the district at¬ 
torney at Bishop. They had been 
expecting a call ''maybe sometime this week," 
and there was no great surprise when it came. 

On the other end of the line, in San 
Francisco, was Jamie Weber, a law clerk in 
the prestigious office of Attorney Antonio 
Rossmann. It was Rossmann who answered and 
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NEW SUBSCRIPTION RATE 


In a cost-analysis conference with 
a Xerox representative last week, the 
editors of the NEWS-LETTER found that a 
reduction of subscription costs is now 
possible - and certainly justified. 

About the only complaint that ha3 
come from readers has been NEWS-LETTER'S 
price. 

A number of people (Thank you) have 
bought subscriptions anyway, and for 
them we are extending their subscription 
time or, if they will call us, returning 
a portion of the amount they paid at the 
original price. 

The NEWS-LETTER carries no adver¬ 
tising, nor are there any plans to, and 
that means subscriptions must pay the 
entire production and mailing cost. The 
editors are not seeking a broad, "gener¬ 
al" circulation, but only about a hun¬ 
dred to four hundred readers interested 
in its particular material. 

If you'd like to remain on our list 
of subscribers, please forward your sub¬ 
scription order, or call 878-2301. 

NEW RATES: - 

1 YEAR, $32 / 6 MGS., $17 / 3 MOS., $9 


The COUNTY 

ELK FIRING SQUAD READY : 
"WHY NOT A BIG BARBECUE ?" 


See 

cover 

cartoon 


After a desultory meeting with the board 
of supervisors last week, the State Fish and 
Game Department finally arrived at a kind of 
non-solution to the county's Tule Elk problem. 

In its attempt to satisfy everyone a lit¬ 
tle - the cattlemen, the conservationists and 
the law - Fish & Game finally dis-satisfied 
practically everyone. Even itself, if spokes¬ 
men for the department are to be believed. 

By mid-week the fish and game people had 
decided to ship some of the elk (30), and to 
shoot some others ( 62 ). They want to cut the 
herds to the law-restricted number of U90 al¬ 
lowed in the valley preserve. 

Still unanswered is the question of whe¬ 
ther the elk, unaware of the law, will choose 
to co-operate, or to keep reproducing. In the 
latter case, which is likely, their unwilling 
keepers will have to do it all over again in 
just a few months. 

State F&G man Bob Montgomery told board 
members last week that the elk will "beat 
down" the valley range if they aren't thin¬ 
ned out. He also explained that his depart¬ 
ment is responsible for keeping the herd with¬ 
in the numbers set by law - any way they can. 

Earlier, at a public hearing, fish and 
game's first solution, simply to shoot 92 elk, 
was loudly contradicted by the Sierra Club 
and by others of the "Committee to Save the 
Tulo Elk." They wanted the elk moved to other 
preserves, but were told then that the depart- 

(Seo TULE ELK, Page 2 ) , 
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CENSUS QUESTION ISSUE 

TEMPERS FLARE 

OVER WHO NEEDS WHO 

One of the public opinion questions pro¬ 
posed for the county's upcoming census has ig¬ 
nited a debate at Bishop over whether Bishop 
policemen need the sheriff's office - or if 
its the other way around. 

It all started when various agencies be¬ 
gan submitting the questions they'd like the 
public to answer when they are interviewed in 
the county census. Supervisor Herbert London 
had suggested for the questionaire the quest¬ 
ion of whether the Bishop City Police Depart¬ 
ment should contract with the Inyo Sheriff's 
Department for additional help in the city's 
jurisdictional boundaries. 

There arose an immediate - and negative 
- reaction from most of Bishop's city fathers' 
who think if anything is to be done, or even 
proposed, in that area, then Inyo County may 
need to expand its own manpower by calling in 
the Bishop Police Department. 

London defended his question by saying 
it wasn't his idea in the first place, that 
in fact the idea came from "some constituents" 
wanting to resolve some jurisdictional prob¬ 
lems. 

Bishop Police Chief (and now city admin¬ 
istrator) Fred Cobum answered last week by 
claiming that "there is no way the sheriff 
can match our response time with his present 
staff." 

As it stands now, "county area" people 
calling the Bishop Police are "transferred" 

(See CENSUS QUESTION, Page 3 ) 

.IRWIN'S EAR STORY 

IRWIN'S I TWIN GOT HIS JUST DUE, 

HIS DAUGHTER DIDN'T 

A more-or-less routine museum announce¬ 
ment concerning "a spinning and weaving dem¬ 
onstration" last week revealed yet another 
fragment of Inyo's sometimes-macabre history. 

As Charles Irwin, the director of East¬ 
ern Sierra Museum, tells it, it concerns the 
brutally amputated.ears of some Mexicans who 
were caught by a posse. 

The bizarre story from Irwin is about 
another Irwin, J.C. ("a possible distant re¬ 
lation"), who at the time lived at Indepen¬ 
dence's historic ( 111 : years old) "Edwards 
House." 

J.C. Irwin, so the story goes, was one 
of a posse who rode after some Mexicans ac¬ 
cused of murdering Inyo's then-sheriff, Tho¬ 
mas Passmore, in 1878 . The present-day Ir¬ 
win says his possible distant relative, and 
some others, caught the fugitives south of 

Lone Pine, killed them, then to prove cap¬ 
ture, cut off their ears. 

Making his story short, Museum Director 
Irwin said ear-cutter Irwin fathered a daugh¬ 
ter. 

"She was bom without ears," s.aid Irwin, 
sepulchrally, "and the people of the town 
said it was retribution for what he did." 

Or, in the vernacular of the present 
day. Instant Karma. 

And what brought all this to Director 
Irwin's attention? It has to do with that 
other Irwin'3 home, "Edwards House," now 
used for museum storage space. It was pur¬ 
chased in 1935 by the Los Angeles Department 
of Water and Power for a princely ten dol¬ 
lars. (In an aside, Irwin jokingly confided 
he "would have offered .*20 for it.") 

Because of its seeming historic value 
(After all, an alleged mutilator lived in 
it), the house has so far escaped the D'.YP's 
bulldozer. And now, as Irwin announced last 
week, at least two of its rooms may be re¬ 
vived for use - as "a spinning and weaving 
demonstration." 

Irwin said he asked for, and got, D'.TP 
permission for the venture which needs now 
only the county board's approval. 

Yiiho 'll do the spinning and weaving ? 
Probably Independence craftswoman Kristen 

Bergstad. 

TULE ELK, Continued 

ment had no place to ship them. 

But now, apparently, a spot has been lo¬ 
cated: Concord Naval Station where at this 
time only half a dozen Tule Elk range in an 
area of U700 acres. 

After fish and game completes its bloody 
slaughter (sometime between November and Jan¬ 
uary ), the elk carcasses will be butchered 
and packaged. Then by way of the Governor's 
Office on Indian Affairs, the meat, hides, 
horns and bones will be given to Indian org¬ 
anizations over the state. Montgomery explain¬ 
ed to the supervisors that Indians use the elk 
in religious rites, and as food. As for hide, 
horn and bone, it all goes into Indian handi¬ 
crafts, he said. 

Montgomery was asked by County Adminis¬ 
trator John K. Smith why the county (at the 
expense of its own rangeland) should supply 
"the rest of the state and the Indians with 
elk meat." 

Supervisor YfLlma Muth asked about ship¬ 
ping them to zoos. She got no help there, 
though: it seems the zoos have about all the 
rapidly-multiplying Tule Elk they can handle 
- "even Berlin, Germany," according to Mont¬ 
gomery. 

But it remained for Supervisor Chairman 
Herbert London to suggest "a final solution" 

' to the elk problem. Herb - never one to ig- 
nore gastronoraical considerations in or out 
of board meetings - said, "Why not hold a big 
public elk barbecuo ?" 
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INYO PLANNING DIRECTOR DOUG SHERBURNE tells supervisors he ! d rather n speak for ray* department. 11 

PLANNERS Vs.SUPERVISORS 

IN JOINT MEETING 
A LONG DAY'S JOURNEY 
INTO KNIGHT 

The planning commission chairman called 
it "a whimsical decision"; one supervisor 
said he "had no qualms about it." 

And remaining unconcerned about it all 
was the center of the controversy. Bishop and 
Big Pine 's Developer Dean Knight proceeding 
with his plan to establish li;3 mobile homes 
near Big fine's Rolling Green. One of the op¬ 
position to his plan says the roads there 
will be falling apart "some hot summer day." 

The issue was over the supervisors' ap¬ 
proval of Knight's project, an issue settled, 
so far as Knight was concerned, several weeks 
ago. But old grudges silently suppressed re¬ 
surfaced last week in a joint meeting of the 
planning commission with members of the board 
of supe rvisors at Bishop, 

In recent weeks the planning commission¬ 
ers had remained quiet in their views about 
the supervisors' over-ri.de. Knight had been 
turned down by the planners on some of his 
plans for the mobile home project. He appeal¬ 
ed to the board of supervisors and got a fast 
okay. 

And now the planning commission broke 
silence to say the supervisors had been bull¬ 
ied by what Planning Chaiiman Glenn Meyer 
called Knight's "haid-sell" tactics. Some 
items he complained about: the lack of an en¬ 
vironmental impact report on the project, and 
certain cul de sacs, roads and setbacks drawn 
into Knight's plan. And a major gripe: The 
sudden inclusion of a bar and restaurant into 
the plan, this without the planning commis¬ 
sion's look into "commercial" aspects of the 
developement. 

Flanning Commissioner Pat Vfi.lt si e said 
Knight held "obscured the true nature of the 
project from the public," that it was "a be¬ 
trayal of faith to (See PLANNERS, Page 6) 


WATER ISSUE, Continued 

attending a meeting with the planning commiss¬ 
ion only a few doors away. There was general 
jubilation. The ruling meant (for once and for 
all, barring a United States Supreme Court ap¬ 
peal) that the DY/P's environmental impact re¬ 
port on Gwens Valley groundwater pumping con¬ 
tained as many holes as DY/P would like to 
drill into the valley's water reservoir. 

In the DWP's camp there was another kind 
of atmosphere, even some cynicism as heard in 
the words of DY/P Engineer James Vfi_ckser. Ask¬ 
ed to comment on the court's ruling, WLckser 
said, "I, too, would share in the jubilation 
if I were an attorney; it means ten more years 
of employment." Explaining, Y&ckser added, 

"7/hen we (DTP) come up with a new KIR the coun¬ 
ty will probably take us back to court, so Mr. 
Rossman is assured of many more years of em¬ 
ployment." 

With the court's bad (for DWP) news, came 
the hint that DWP's days of groundwater pump¬ 
ing may be dwindling. A lower court last sum¬ 
mer had granted an increase in the pumping rate 
because of the drought, but that will end on 
April 1. • " 

"After that," said Wickser, "what the Good 
Lord gives us in the mountains and what we buy 
from MiVD is what we'll depend on." 

Apparently, Los Angeles had wagered large 
stakes on the supreme court appeal asking not 
only that the court reverse the lower court on 
the EUR case but also on every action of that 
court in Inyo County's favor since 1973* 

"And now," said Rossmann, "the only place 
for DY/P to go is back to the drawing board." 

Inyo DA Gibbons offered no comment on the 
possibility of some county legal action to cut 
DY/P's present groundwater pumping, action bas¬ 
ed on the supreme court ruling. Gibbons said 
he and Rossmann, along with county officialdom, 
are depending on Los Angeles officials "to fin¬ 
ally join in an effort to bring about the fair 
and wise management of Owens Valley water re¬ 
sources." 


CENSUS QUESTION Continued 

to the sheriff, or "we get on the 'hot-line' 
to the sheriff's office," Coburn said. 

In the dispute, London retold his story 
about the Bishop school teacher who was "beat¬ 
en to a pulp and called the police who told 
him they couldn't do anything and that he 
should call the sheriff's office." 

Cobum hopes to resolve part of the prob¬ 
lem (if in fact one exists) with a tie-in to 


a state-mandated emergency program called the 
"911 System" - which centralizes several emer¬ 
gency agencies at one telephone receiving 
point. "But in any case," argues Cobum, "it 
would be more expensive and less efficient to 
contract with the county." 

But the question itself, along with sev¬ 
eral other disputed one3, will probably go 
into the census questionaire to be answered 
by residents. 
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Irate TV translator users 
hailed into small claims court 
to collect TV fees they failed 
to pay may be organizing for a 
class action suit against Inyo 
County. The county*s TV advis¬ 
ory committee has successfully 
collected a number of long ov¬ 
erdue TV bills. 

4 BBJ- 

For citizens band radio users "going on 
the linear," or amplifying power, is an FCC 
no-no. That's why one county CBer is reluc¬ 
tant to talk about hovr he increased his out¬ 
put last week to summon help that may have 
saved a man's life. Unable to get an answer 
from local CBers, the breaker happened to 
pick up Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. A. CB React fan 
there called long distance to Bishop and got 
a helicopter dispatched to a county mount- 
aintop to pick up a heart attack victim. 

Much practiced and little talked about 
are divorces and separations among county 
officials and employees. Privately, some 
happily-wed county officials see these as 
a growing problem, and note morale and ef¬ 
ficiency considerations. Another problem 
they won't talk about much: that of several 
romantic alliances, some of which may have 
been at the root of some recent firings. 

■JHW* 

Til-County Fair officials want their 
Bishop fairgrounds tax-free - a savings to 
them of about $9000 per annum. Fair Manager 
Pat Morgan sent a letter to the board of sup¬ 
ervisors to release the DWP-owned-and-leased 
fairgrounds from county tax rolls. First re¬ 
action from one county official: "It can't 
be done," but they're looking into the re¬ 
quest. Morgan declined comment on what the 
request is all about. 

•JBHfr 

The Bishop sewer project is almost fin¬ 
ished but Contractor Joe Ramos is a "long 
way from getting out." That's the word from 
a high county official who says Ramos is be¬ 
hind in his payments to laborors and materi¬ 
als suppliers - to the tune of $126,000. 

Ramos says he can and will pay his bills 
when the county's change orders come through 
for him. 

m 

Down south, the members of "Water and 
Power Associates," a public support group 
to push DWP's policies, had planned a meet¬ 
ing In LA Saturday. They were to meet with 
former Gov. Pat Brown, the attorney they 
have hired to help fight DWP's battles. But 
on Thursday, the DWP got a turn-down in its 
big case with the state supreme court. Now 
it's uncertain if WPA - or anybody else - 
can be of any help. 

■)BHt 

At least two supervisors are mumbling 
"off the record" about performance and de¬ 
livery on projects of the planning depart¬ 
ment. Planner Doug Sherburne says he hasn't 
enough help, but the sups claim there's 
"morn to it than that." 


The MEDIA 

KINC CONCLUDES 
ABC NEWS DEAL 

Lone Pine's KINC Radio (600 AM), hoping 
to improve its position in the area market, 
and to bring its programming up to FCC stan¬ 
dards, has concluded two deals for news. 

Now added to the station's otherwise 
sparse schedule is a direct line arrangement 
with American Information Radio, the ABC net¬ 
work production. Broadcast on the hour, the 
tie-dn provides listeners with condensed na¬ 
tional and international coverage through 
most of the broadcast day. 

Although television still dominates all 
evening news audiences, some recent national 
surveys have shown that daytime radio net¬ 
work news is enjoying a slight interest in¬ 
crease, a fact which may or may not apply in 
Inyo County where interest in local news 
runs high. 

For its local coverage the Lone Fine 
outlet made a deal with Bob Harke, the sta- 
tion's first news reporter when it went on 
the air. The station offered Harke, a preach¬ 
er, free time for his religious show, in ex¬ 
change for one-day-a-week local news. Harke's 
frankly-oplnionated, but well-delivered re- 

(See The MEDIA, next page) 
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HIGH OVER Owens Valley 
a flight of large 
birds circles, making 
its way southward, 
attracting attention 
and causing some 
dispute over just 
what kind of birds 
they are. First 
reader to call the 
NEV/S-LKTTER with a 
definitive and 
conclusive answer to 
what the birds are 
will get a three 
months' free 
subscription. 
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The MEDIA, Continued 

port is getting some increased interest, but 
for daily news, audiences still must depend 
on Bishop's two outlets, KIBS AM and IdOQ-FM. 

'Whether KINC's new additions will draw 
advertiser interest has yet to be seen. A 
station spokesman said the ABC hookup is by a 
direct line to the station - usually an ex¬ 
pensive arrangement that sometimes brings on¬ 
ly a small return. Other local stations have 
tried it and rejected it for local news which 
has a ready market. 

CVP-3 TELEVISION: 

UN" 71LUNG NOMADS 

The lack of a broadcast liability policy 
continues to block Bishop's Community Video 
Project (Channel 3 Cable) from moving into a 
permanent home at the town civic center. 

Said CVP-3 Spokesman Jack D'Oxio: "Either 1 
the insurance companies never heard of a set¬ 
up like ours, or the price is too high." 

And until some company underwrites CVP-3 
the Bishop Cable TV Limited, which operates 
the cable system, will not provide the hook¬ 
up into the old kitchen area at the civic 
center. For now, the group works tentatively 
in a room of the county's general services 
building — unless some sort of meeting is go¬ 
ing on there; it's a constant problem of put¬ 
ting up and dismantling equipment, moving from 
room to room. But CVP-3 manages to stay on 
the air its scheduled two days a week. 







EARLY AUTUMN NEWSROOM VISITOR is tliis "Pi-ey¬ 
ing," or "Praying," Mantis which rests on 
the hand of Reporter Benett Kessler and drinks 
a drop of water offered on the tip of a pen. 

When the green bug flew through an open 
window and into the light of the newsroom, 
his attitude - seemingly one of friendly cur¬ 
iosity - prompted a similar response in writ¬ 
er 3enett Kessler. Suppressing her memory of 
horror tales about "Praying Mantises," she 
disproved them. 

The bug seemed weak and Kessler thought 
that in Independence's dry air he might be de¬ 
hydrated. To practically everyone's delight 

(See MANTIS, Page 7) 


BISHOP'S COP/\DMINISTRATOR 

"SMALL BRUSH FIRES... , 

BUT NO BIG BLAZES" 

After some debate last summer the Bishop 
City Council opted to centralize its several 
municipal departments under one authority; 
a city administrator. And now, just weeks lat¬ 
er, Mayor Ken Birmingham agrees that it's 
"much too early to evaluate," although he and 
others in city government are finding almost 
daily new benefits from their venture into a 
city administratoreform of city management. 

But as the new administrator himself 
avers, there have been "some problems." 

"I've been putting out small brush fires, 
but no big blazes." 

The administrator position was opened up 
after a wrangle over the city's (then-) some¬ 
what disorganized system; one in which de¬ 
partment heads, functioning independently and 
without any real cohesion, were often out of 
step with each others' activities. And they 
reported (more or less) to a city council 
which itself was not always unified. The may¬ 
or at that time, P.D. Cook, proposed a way 
out; the city needed a city administrator, 
similar perhaps to the county's system, "to 
bring Bishop out of archaic times." 

Looking about for someone to fill the 
proposed office, the council settled on its 
police chief, Fred Coburn. They knew Coburn 
to be an organizer and administrator of pro¬ 
ven ability. Moving with caution, the council 
appointed him for only a year "to see," as 
one said, "how it's going to work." 

One of Coburn's current, but controlled, 
"brush fires" is the city's computer, a mind¬ 
less automaton which grinds out its work and 
its errors with boorish insistence. Into its 
sometimes perverse electronic innards have 
been thrown much of the city's billing and 
payout chores, including payroll and business 
licensing. "It hasn't been so smooth," says 
Cobum of the conversion to automation. His 
own experience has been more with law enforce¬ 
ment than with computer programming. 

Cobum's big Plus appears to be his ener¬ 
getic leg work ("and," one of them adds, "his 
brain work") in pursuit of data for city 
councilmen trying to make decisions. Birming¬ 
ham agrees with others that Cobum "sheds 
light" on city organization. 

But Cobum remains dichotomized, serving 
as he does both city hall and the police de¬ 
partment. "I»m in there (the BPD) every morn¬ 
ing and every afternoon, and I'm not about to 
give it up." As city administrator Cobum has 
more or less been forced to reduce his police 
work to policy decision-making. 

As for remuneration, the pay for his ad¬ 
ditional duties amounts to a car and #1000 a 
year lumped on top of his police chief's pay, 
about #21,600 including benefits. It is the 
pay usually accorded junior executives in min¬ 
or companies. But Cobum indicates in his ev¬ 
ery word that, pay be—damned, he welcomes the 
challenge. "I've never been a city administra¬ 
tor before. There was a vacuum to be filled 
and the city needed help." 

later on, the administrator system 
is discarded, which for now seems unlikely, 

(See COBURN, Page 6) 
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CETA PAY-IN 

THROUGH ITS PAYROLLS, "CASH 

FLOY/" INTO COUNTY TILLS 

The country's sometimes-criticized CETA 
program, like it or not, may in fact provide 
more for Inyo County than some of its critics 
know. Some area employers meeting at Bishop 
this week will learn of CETA's economic impact 
on the county's slow-moving economy: a cash- 
. flow of more than a million dollars a year. 

Inyo CETA Co-ordinator Jennifer Brooks 
Duncan will take her statistics to the meeting 
where she will bring its audience "up-to-date" 
on current CETA activity - and finances. 

Some CETA figures she will reveal: 

Title 1 program; a work experience and 
"schools" program, $110,000, hires kids and a- 
dults long unemployed. $30,000 of the funding 
goes through unemployment office to employers. 

Title 2 program; "public service employ¬ 
ment," for the short-term unemployed, $21*0,000 
for payment of wages to workers in public agen¬ 
cies, schools, libraries, etc. 

Title 6 program; .>51*2,000 for long-term 
unemployed (about 25 now in county), soon to 
add more. 

HEAD COUNTERS APLENTY 

WITH NO TIME TO SPARE 

A SIDEWALK CAMPAIGN 

A last-minute, frantic (and as it turned 
out, successful) effort by the employment of¬ 
fice to hire census takers for the county was 
apparently brought about by a bureaucratic 
mixup. 

It came to light last week that the em¬ 
ployment office at Bishop got notice of the 
need for scores of census-takers "by Septem¬ 
ber 30." But the order came in late on the 

28th. 

What happened? A spokesman for the plan¬ 
ning office said they asked the county person¬ 
nel office to notify the employment office in 
early September, Rich Camillieri says he did 
get a job notice then, but no specific direc¬ 
tions for recruitment. After the panic button, 
Camillieri moved his workers into the streets 
to round up the unemployed. 

Net result: about 70 interviewees from 
which the planning department will hire about 

1*0 for the census job. They'll get $2.<0 and 
$3 an hour. | 

PLANNERS, Continued j 

prospective buyers," and that "little things 
that slipped by are damaging." 

Supervisor Dick Engel broke in with 
"Well, one thing he didn't get; Doug still 
works for the county." (Engel referred to an 
early barrage by Knight against Sherburne, 
repeatedly suggesting he be fired.) 

There v/as little disagreement to Meyer's 
claim of "hard-sell." Supervisor Lon¬ 
don replied, "Mr. Knight is a veiy compietant j 

salesman...1've never seen anyone in Inyo Co¬ 
unty who is a better salesman, and he did get 
what he wanted. There's no doubt about it." i 

But some other board members defended 1 

their decisions in the Knight matter, citing 
the county's lack of housing and the rapidly 
rising costs that would go up even further if 
the project were too long delayed. All agreed 
that pxarhaps "better communication" between 
planners and supervisors might be in order. | 

The planning director himself, Doug Sher- j 
bu-me, came under fire at the same meeting. 1 

The supervisors openly complained of delays 
from his department. Prior to the joint ses¬ 
sion at Bishop, Sherburne had appeared before * 
a regular supervisors' meeting at Independence 
where he came under the pressing questions of 1 

Supervisor RLchard McDonald of Lone fine. 

Apparently seeking testimony from Sher¬ 
burne 's staff, McDonald suggested that the 
planning director bring them to the Bishop 
meeting. But Sherburne said no, he'd rather 
talk for his department. Pressing further, Mc¬ 
Donald said he thought the staff cculd offer 
some "valuable cownunication," but Sherburne 
said they'd "only be a disadvantage," and that 
"they might get into discussions contrary to 
the board and the planning commission." i 

, In a final shot, the supervisors wanted 

to know why the county's general plan has not 
yet been updated and why some reports had not 
been shown to the board. 

Sherburne's reply: He has insufficient i 

manpower to carry out "all that the county 
wants done." 

DWP FILE 

A LAST LOOK AT 50 YEARS 

Old DYfi? records dating back 50 years — 
hopefully none of them having to do with the 
Inyo water controversy - will go into the 
shredders sometime this month. "Historians," 
says a spokesman for DWP, "will look over the 
files before they are destroyed." 

But just in case, an Inyo deputy district 
attorney went down for a look and returned to 
say he found nothing important for Inyo. DWP 
will contract for destruction of the more- 
than-six-rrillion pieces. 

COBURN, Continued 

the possibility arouses no fears in Cobum. 
Securely aware of his record here and else¬ 
where in law enforcement, he says, "The coun¬ 
cil can send me back anytime they want." (He 
is considered by many law enforcement men as 
one of the state's top cops.) 

When, if it must, will the honeymoon end? 
Perhaps when, inevitably. Bishop's city taxes 
go up, or when problems arise out of the new 
sewer project, or if Bishop's sometimes-storruy 
city politics wash over into the administrat¬ 
or's office. 

1‘or now, city leaders foresee monetary 
gain in Coburn's position. Birmingham says he 
figures the administrator idea will "more than 
pay for itself in the future." 

" T he future" he refers to is Bishop's 
budget—time — next June. Uf that, Coburn says, 
"In the next budget year the impact of this 
office will show." He also claims that the ad¬ 
ministrator system will "make better city em— 
ployees out of all of us" and cites how even 
in the police department the necessary dele¬ 
gations of authority he has made "are helping 
the officers to grow in their jobs." * • 

But whatever comes out of it all, most of 
the city fathers agree that "it's got to be 
better than it was." 

— j 
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For Inyo County's cattle 
• producers stricken with a se¬ 
vere drought, "it wasn't so 
bad after all," says at least 
one of them, Sandy Kemp. 

Defying early and fearful 
predictions, the cattlemen ev¬ 
en managed to hold on to most 
of their herds. They had "cut 
back" in the 1976 drought, but 
1977*3 dry spell precipitated 
no extensive liquidations. 

For the cattlemen, right 
now is market time and calves 
and yearlings are being pack¬ 
ed off for sale. 

"'•^he biggest problem has 
been a lack of water for grass 
land," said Kemp who is the 
head of Inyo's big "Rancho 
Samataguma." 

The hay crop? "Alright," 
says Kemp, "but some pasture- 
lands depending on creek wa¬ 
ter were hurt." 

Samataguma itself will 
produce more than three thou¬ 
sand tons of hay this year, 
but it will sell for a price 
disappointing to most produc¬ 
ers, about $55 a ton as com¬ 
pared with last year's $80. 

Kemp said the dramatic 
drop in the market results 


from the hay market's tenden¬ 
cy to "follow the grain mar¬ 
ket." 

Kemp said, "Those mid- 
western farmers planted more 
grain this year and they had 
good groving weather, so the 
price of grain went down with 
the increased supply." 

For Inyo's cattle there 
at least seems to be plenty 
of hay, and at a price ranch¬ 
ers can afford. Samataguma us¬ 
ually sells half or more of 
its hay produce. 

As for next year*? There 
are no real predictions since 
long-range weather forecasts 
' seem to contradict; but Kemp 
and others feel another hard 
drought could start causing 
real harm. 

Many are dependent on 
rangeland leased from the de¬ 
partment of water and power 
which irrigated their lands 
only after Inyo County took 
the matter to court last sum¬ 
mer. 

Many of the ranges are 
watered by creeks, however, 
and these are out of DWP's 
reach, lawsuit or not. And the 
Midwest farmers are no helo. 


KELLEY ISSUE 

VET OFFICER'S ERRORS CONFIRMED 
BUT RECORD OF SERVICE CITED 

The county's veterans will get to keep 
their veterans' service office, this by unan¬ 
imous vote of the board of supervisors. But 
another issue, that of Veterans' Officer Jim 
Kelley, is still undecided. 

Last week the county administrator, John 
K. Smith, said there is little doubt, based on 
evidence he has found,that "delays and money 
losses have been uncovered in the investiga¬ 
tion." 

The question, however, is whether the 
case against Kelley is sufficiently strong to 
warrant his discharge from the office. Smith 
said, "My investigation indicates that Kelley 
definitely has had three or four cases which 
cost veterans some money, and there is no 
question in my mind that if we had time to go 
through all the files we would uncover more." 
Smith and other county officials are examin¬ 
ing in detail 17 of the grand jury's files on 
Kelley. 

"But what it boils down to," said Smith, 
"is whether the nature of the infractions we 
have found is good cause for dismissal in view 
of Kelley's ten years with the county. After 
all, he has v/orked on thousands of cases." 

Smith said at least one case in which 
Kelley may have filed an application late "is 
being cleared up." It had to do with a veter¬ 
an who lost several hundred dollars when his 


application was denied because it was late. 
The case, said Smith, is being re-evaluated 
for payment. 

The administrator now wants to call in .. 
state and federal veterans people to make 
a study of Kelley's case, but finally, the 
hard decision - with angry county veterans 
on one side and Kelley on tire other - will 
rest with the board of supervisors. Manuel 
Val, a state vets official, said he or his 
office will investigate "but cannot make any 
recommendations as to Kelley's firing." 

Smith was asked last week about Kelley's 
effectiveness after the largely publicised 
charges against him. Smith said he feels that 
"there is no great wave of resentment toward 
Kelley," and pointed out that "At all three 
public hearings, practically the same nucleus 
of people showed up. A lot has been based on 
opinion and emotion." 

Some decision is expected "in about 
three weeks." 


MOTS, Continued 

he accepted easily the drops of water on the 
end of a penstaff - and co-operated in the 
taking of the photo which appears here. Cur¬ 
iosity aroused, Kessler contacted 0 aro i Feck 
at the library for data on the visitor. Brief¬ 
ly, here's what they found: 

Called by many names: Family Mantidae, 
Mantis Religiosa, devilhorse, mulekiller, pi¬ 
ous fraud, others. Origin: China, Europe, Use¬ 
ful to farmers, ridding crops of insects. Only 
insect that can move head. Won't bite people. 
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(The Decision Makers at work) 
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